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“I started making ‘bookquets’ after a request from friends for something 
different for their wedding. And so it began: cutting, pleating, shaping, 
rolling, tweaking and teasing each page from their favourite book into a 
flower shape. Some fell apart, stamens unravelled, glue got everywhere, petals 
crumpled… five days and 50 flowers later, the first bookquet was packed up 
and posted to the couple, who declared it was better than they had ever dreamt.
“My mission is to inspire people to express themselves with paper. I run 
creative retreats in venues all around the world, from a Scottish lighthouse to 
a Venetian palazzo. This year sees the launch of PaperLove – the world’s first 
online paper course – which looks at the history and versatility of paper. 
“I take a lot of inspiration from the artist and designer Helen Storey. She 
commissioned me to design and build a six-and-a-half-foot-high book called 
Amygdala, and she continues to encourage and mentor me.
“Reading a book is a tactile, almost sensuous experience. You can’t flick 
through a few pages in quite the same way with digital editions.
“I love the depth of detail and anecdotal style of author Simon Garfield.  
He has written some illuminating books on subjects close to my heart. To the 
Letter, for instance, is all about the history of the post, while Just My Type is 
an entertaining romp about typography. 
“People buy your joy; I learned this on a course run by the bubbly art agent 
Lilla Rogers. Positivity is infectious, so that’s why I want to carry on infusing 
each bookquet, sculpture, course and workshop with thoughtful love.”

PaPerPhilia
Rachel hazell
Paper artist and bookbinder Rachel Hazell has been creating 
large-scale installations for galleries and shops for 15 years. 
Her latest ventures include paper bouquets and setting up an 
innovative online course for those with a passion for paper

Unlike traditional 
wedding bouquets, 
Rachel’s bespoke 
“bookquets” will 
last a lifetime.

A bookquet of 50 
flowers starts at 
£750, with special 
commissions 
quoted on 
application.  
A lead time of  
four weeks is 
recommended 
when placing an 
order. The online 
paper course, 
PaperLove, runs  
for five weeks and 
costs from £159. For 
more information, 
bookings and  
orders, visit 
paperphilia.co.uk. w
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