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There’s nothing I like better than discovering a pile of 
falling-apart volumes just waiting to be rescued

Artist and teacher Rachel Hazell chats to PaperCrafter  
about spreading her love of paper worldwide
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As a trained bookbinder, I have 
always loved books, sending 
postcards, crafting projects 

and writing stories. These passions 
led to teaching workshops for 
small groups in inspiring locations 
around the world such as palazzos 
and lighthouses. When you’re 
travelling, you begin to notice all 
the details that you might miss in 
your usual environment; stationery 
shops, paper boutiques, pretty 
packaging at the bakery. When 
teaching a workshop in a beautiful 
location like Venice, Paris or the 
Isle of Iona, you can’t help but 
absorb that into words, drawings 
or collage.

I decided I needed to spread my 
love of paper as far as possible, 
making it accessible to anybody 
wherever they live, and whatever 
materials they have to hand, which 
is why I decided to start up my 
own PaperLove e-course. The 
course runs online over five weeks, 
using a password-protected 
virtual classroom on my website. 
New posts go up daily with a 
variety of creative exercises.  
The course is not only about 
creating paper projects, it 

also encourages moments of 
self-reflection. On our private 
Facebook page, you’ll find a 
community of fellow paper lovers 
who post inspiring links and 
support each other’s creations.  
I have taught workshops for over 
15 years and have made many 
friends around the world. One of 
the greatest joys of teaching is 
sharing the creative journey with 
other people. 

My online course has five 
weekly themes: Paper, Collage, 
Word, Book and Mail. You can 
experiment with everything 
from origami to calligraphy, 
bookbinding to handmade 
envelopes, meet expert 
practitioners and discover your 
own personal style. PaperLove 
is deliberately aimed to be 
accessible to all. A few bits of 
specialist kit are needed, but the 
course is designed so you can 
adapt what you have.  

When back at my home in  
the UK, I must admit that my 
whole house has books on  
every available surface, and 
piles of paper waiting to be 
transformed into artwork.  
I turned my front room into 
a studio and it’s full of chests 
stuffed with sheets of cartridge 
and watercolour paper.

Finding interesting papers  
in old books is often the starting 
point for my creative journeys. 
There’s nothing I like better  
than discovering a pile of falling-
apart volumes just waiting to 
be rescued and recycled into 
something precious. 

Rachel’s next PaperLove e-course 
starts on 5th October 2015. 
PaperCrafter readers can book 
for a special reduced rate of £99, 
saving £50, by using the code 
papercrafter2015. For more 
information visit rachelhazell.com


